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Since 1944 Partics which call themselves evolutionary were formed and 


consist of the FRE!TE POPULAR LIHERTADORe}@F.ieLeee (POPULAR LI GRATING 
FRONT)$ PARTING ACCION RSVOLUCICNARIA==P AcReme (REV LUTIONAZY aCTION 
PARTY) and RENOVACION NACIONAL-=Relemm( NATIONAL RENOVATION) » ~ In nearly | 
all the important phases of the politicsl life of the Country these 
various Partids have worked closely torether althcugn each Party endeave 
ors to cet the laursest number cf key posts in the Governnente 

During the first years of President Arevalo's odministration the na jor 
party was the F.P.L. = This is rodicrate!y left. 

Rel. igs more to the left and it covsn't acount to uuchs3 nearly ail the 
time it is allind with PAR, with wiieh Party there is more affinitye 

PAR 48 extremely leftist and the principal support of the Governrantee 
it ie the majority Party and not only occupies the leading posts in 

the Government but without any doubt whatsoever controls the Executive. 
Among its leading heads are Lawyer Julio Estrada de la Hoz, President 

of Congress} Humberto Gonzales utes, causes Roberto Alvarado Fuentes, 
ex President of Congress; Alfonso Solorzano, Manager of the Guatemala 
Institute of Sceial Security; Eliseo Martinez Zelada, Alvaro Hugo 
Balguero, Publicity Secretary of the Presidency, and many others who 

afe Congressmen and ceoupy other public posta. ~ The PaR controls 
Congress and the Executive Power. Members of this Party have proven 
their antieimperialistia ideas. 

Until June of 1952 these Parties had acted in harmony with PARTIDO 
INTRGRIDAD WACIONAL@<P.IaNew=(PARTY OF NATIONAL INTEGRITY), a Party 


of moderate ideas whieh was formed to launch the candidacy of Colenel 
Ab aArbens #4 completely Jacks (in importance. 


as 
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The representatives of those Parties, plus the communi st congressmen (35, 
control Congress and it 1s by virtue of this that thoy have passed Laws 
and Decroes virtually without discussion such as 4t happened in the case 
of the Agrarian Reform, which despite the fact that it violates the 
Constitution of the Republic in nunerons rays was approved by the Congrest 
men without any amendments beinr acceptede 

In view of the fact that in December there will be Congressmen eloce 
tions to change half of the Congress and that the Agrarian Law is already 
in effect (NOTE: Eleetions were hel@ in January, 1953 and the conservate 
fives lost 5 seats and now only hold 7) the Revolutionary Parties (FPL, | 
PA, RN, PIN) and the Socialist Party decided to become unified and 

this took place on July 3rd, 19526 

The fusion of the Partics became known by cancelling the inseription of 
all the Parties and giving birth to the PAATIDO REVCLUCIONARIO GUATEMAL= 
PRCO-=P eReGeme (GUATEMALAN REVOLUTIONARY PARTY)e This fusion only last- 
ed fron July 3rd to July 19th when the PAR withdrew from the PRG, ale 
leging that the PRG was switching to the rights 

The peculiar thing about this was that a few days before, in the dome 
manist paper "OCTUBRE" (October) ite General Manager, Jose Manuel fore 
tuny, had denounced this deviation to the right on the part of the PRG 
and eomplained that its bourgoise management would lead the Party 

astray from the working massese 

Copy of a paragraph published in PRENSA LIBRE (FREE PRESS) on July 23rds 
"The PAR does not accept/leftist manifestation unless it is strictly 
marxist, The fact that PAR's decision took place after the Ceneral 
Secretary of the Commist Party in Guatemala made an acrid and inflexie~ 
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ble analysis of the large and sma*l bourgolse parties, rives reason to 
believe that the Party syster comes back under the influence of the ideas 
expressed by Jose Manuel Fortuny, the wore so if one takes into considerae 
tion that the argeuments presented by some members to justify their withe . 
drawal are identical to those which were presented by Fortunye" 
It seema obvious that the members of tha Comrunist Party vere influential 
in breakine up this fusion hecause by so doing they will continue controle 
ling the left wing and the assumption is, that just as in the past, the 
candidates named *v PAR for Conrress will itnelude the conmunists that 
will be appointede 
At that moment the PAR and 2" withdraw and they both inserlbed theme 
selves with the Civie Raristrye ~ Raemainins with the pra: the PS, the 
FPL and a portion of the PINe 
It ia very well known that the Government is funcamentally in accord with 
the PAR as well ag that this Party controls the workers and therefore 

is assured of a large majoritye 
The Communist Party operates without even being listed in the Civic 
Regiatrye It maintains its publicity paper "OCTUBRE". = <Amonr the 
leading heads are General Secretary Jose Manuel Fortuny, Victor vannel 
Gutierres, Congressman; Alfonso Solerzano, Manager of the Guatemala 
Institute of Social Security; Natzul Aguirre Cook, Carlos Karmel Pele 
lecer, ex Diplomat; Lawyer Luis Cardoza y Aragon, Alfredo Guerra Borges, 
Bernardo Alvardo Honzon, otes 
Article 32 of the Constitution prohibits this Party and this was also 
verified by the Law Bar; nevertheless, in spite of inmmerable petitions 
to have this Party anmilled the Government hasn't done anything about 
ite - 
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Its members hold great influence but it is behind the stares. They dise - 
tribute a great deal of proparania in Spanish, edited in Moscow or in 
Prague, and have control of the Confederacion de Trabajadores de Guate= 


male (Workers' Confederation of Guatenalae) 


QPPOSITION PARTENS; They are noneoxistente For one reason or another 
each and every one of the have been ruled oute = As opposition one mirht 
say that there is only the COMITS CIVICO ANTICONUNISTA (Anti-Commemnist 
Civic Comittee), They publish a newspaper named “SL AvTI COMUNISTA" 
(The AntieCommunist). They had a Radio precram which was suppressed 

by Covernment orders. 

There 15 also in function the COMITC DE -STUDIANT&S UNIVERSTLARIOS AnTI~ 
CORUNISTAS (The AntieComminist Comittee of College Students) which is 
part of the Students of San Carloe University, but it is exceedinrly 
difficult to have these rroups work because they encounter innumerable 
difficulties and are always accused of being monial servants of the 
Yankeo imporilalisme 

The preat majority of people do not reade-some because they do not know 
how anf others because of lack of interest--and consequantly Radio is 

a post powerful modium te reach them. = Private broadcasting Stations 
are very much under official control, while the Government Stationee 
RADIODIFUSORA NACIONAL TOWeeleans to the left and it is from there 
where programs emanste from the political groups and from the ferkers! 
Confederation, which always express antieimperialistic ideass 


The Confederasion General de Trabajadores de Guatemala, under the leader 


ship of Victor Manuel Gutierrez, and when it came to the matter of a 
vga 


ee 
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solid cantral organization higher sSeures appeareds Lombardo Toledano 
and Louis Saillant; 

The Alldance of the Guatenala Democratic Youth, which sent delegates to 
the Berlin Festival in August, 19513 

The Guatemala Feminine Alliance, which sent delegates to Berlin in 1951 
and to the Infaney International Conferance which was held in Vienna 
this year} 

The Sakerti Group, which is composed of young writers anc artists; 

The Field Workers’ Federation, run b7 Leonardo Castillo Flores; 

Tho National Citizens’ Committee PRC}PLACE, which has sent delegates 

to the various Pro-Peace conferences ané have gathored thousands of 
signaturese At one of the meetines Pablo Neruda was presente 

In all of these organizations the sane leaders appear anc it is truly 
lamentable that such a relatively small group can hold such large 
4nfluence upon the entire life of a Natione 

It was expected that yesterday (Aurcust 2nd, 1952) Professor Bdelberto 
Torres would return from Peking where he was invited by the organizers 
of the Pro-Peace Congresse = In Septomber there will be another meeting 
Pro-Peace of Asia and the Pacific, to which Jose Alberto Cardoza and 
Vietor Alberto Leal will be presente Both of them are workers! leaderse 
The stronger groups, both by reason of membership as well as its splem- 
44 organization, 4e the CONFEDERACICN DE TRAUAJADORES DE GUATEMALA, 
whieh is very well disciplined and it 4s known that the leaders have 
been in constant touch with Lombardo Toledano in Mexico and with Saillant 
in France. « Lately they have created a series of strikes which have 
affected the economic situations 


He 
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fo all the Pro-Peaece conferences aponsored by the Soviet Union there 

are always delegates who attend from all the above mentioned groupa and 
this provides a direct method of beinre in commnication with forcign 
associationg.s 

The delegates from the Guatemala Feminine Alliance who attended the 
International Infancy Conference were detained in Havana June, 1952, 
because they were bringing along Soviet propagandae 

In the “orld's Peace Congresse-October, 195l--Luis Cardoza y sragon and 
Roberto Alvarado Fudntes (at the time Chairman of Conrress) ward presente 


Victor Manel Gutierrez vent to East Berlin and Moscow in 195le 


AGBARLAN REFORM: The Agrarian Departrent is already operating and by 
now claims have been filed to have plantations split upe Many of the 
points in the Decree are misleading and can be interpreted in many wayse 
Furthermore the lack of preparation of our field workers, many of whom 
do not even known Spanish, posea tremendous obstacles to reach a practice 
al realization of the Law, a Law which despite their limitations fiald 
workers do not feel happy abouts 

As shown on the map of the Agrarian groups, the Executive, the COTG and 
the Field Workers! Federation will have the absolute Agrarian control, 
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Prom "Nuestro Diario" (OU% JOURNAL) of Juno 28th, 19524 


REVOLUTICNARY CONGREGSVBN CONDELN THR ACT OF aGGAhoSION 
WHIC: KOREAN PSOPLE ARE SUTPURING PRO! YANKUE IVPsRIALISie 


Guatemala, Tune Ojrd, 19526 
"We, Democratic Deputies, HNembors of Congress of tu. ie, uszide of Quatee 
malay being convinced of the rightencusnGss of tho strucgle for Poace 
whieh has renched the hearts of millions upon miilfons of human beings 
in evory country of the world, wish to express, upon She occassion of 
the seeond acniversary cf tuc imperialistic apsresstion into horeay, 
perpotrated on June 25th, 1950, our solidarity and kind feelin« to the 
plorious and heroic Korean people ag inst who heve boon utiliced the 
most infamous means of mass extermination, among which can be mention= 
ed bacteriological warfare on the purt of the invaders, who even after 
resorting to these tae tica have been unable to defeat the spirit of 
fight and resistance of a Country etrugglin: for tts l4iterty and National 
soveretentye" | 


Signed by: JULIC SSTRADA DE LA HOZ, YICTOK GUTIURRE., FLANA ‘DC DE Leow 
PORRAS, YRANCISCO PURNANDEZ FCNCKA, A OR VELASCO, CGA POMPE SGR0 
PANIAGUA, IGNACIO HUMBERTO ORTIV, “OBONTO ALVARADO FUlLU 0, PAULIVO 
OVALLE HERRERA, SOLARTG GIRCN LEU, HUMBERTO CaURBRA, JALL BARRIOS 
ARCHIBA, ALFCNSC® FPORTUNY, JOSE LUIS DE LiGhy Je ALHSSTC CARDOZA, FZRKIN 
Be GARCIA, ALARIO ALFONSO CENHAT, JOSE F. DARDON, SKNZSTO BARROWUIN WY¥S5e 
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LIST OF PROMINENT k “XMTERS OF THE PARTYs 


PRintsa F deuce CO Mna en tas z 


Professor Victor Manuel Outierrez, leader of the Confederacion General 
de Trabajadores (CeG.T.), who is obsyed and venerated by workerse 


Carlos Kannel Pellecer, leader of the CoG+Te | 
Alfon so Solorzano, Manager of the Guatenala Institute of Social Securitye 
Abel Cuenca, native of £1 Salvador, 4n tne Roara of Directors of the PARe 


eed enlo Bravo Letelier, bofn in Chile. At present in Europese Technical 
advisor of the Departre:t of Fublic Faucatione 


Roberto Alvurado Fuentes, =x President of Conrresse 

Jose Marmel Fortuny, leader of tie Communist Partye 

Ignacio Humberto Ortiz. Labor Congressitiane | 

Manuel Pinto Usagae - Laboritee - At preaont Consul in Mexicoe 

Bernardo Alvarado "cngzone 

Carlos Alvarado Jorer. l'anager of the Nationa: Broadcasting Statione 

Alfredo Guerra norges. © Newspaperman working in NOC TUPRE" » 

- vw ke LAS BR Crs TRINA DY 

Mario Silva Jonama. 

Nateul Aguirred Cook. - Strike leadere 
i Rafael de puen\\ bees Mh Spain. 

Luis Cardoza y Aragcne 

Bufenio Fernandes, born in Cuba. ~ Gumsane 

Edelberte Torres, in Pekingese 

Edelberto Torres, Jre, Hunderto Alvarado ani Hayteo Godey, in Berline 

Consuelo Pereyra de Vazquere 

Leonardo Castillo Flores. ftuns the Confoderation of Pield Workerse 
Max Salazsare 

Jose Luis Ramos. uy , 


oe, 
Kosereto BKASCO (RPAnSH REF OG) “ign 
%y 


DR Som URAL — m ) 
Apprqgved Os? ase 4939/ 110: - - 
eg Veena 0G Tendes  Ciyeee 


Stall = ot = 2 


25X1X6 | 25X1A2g 
lease 1999/09/10 : CIA-RDP83-00423R000700090001-4 


A SPECIAL REPORT ON TEE POLITICAL ,,.° 
SITUATION OF GUATEMALA AND ITS RE~ OS 33 
__LATION 10 HEMISPHERIC SECURITY. Crepe, 
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Ue. S. Prestige in Guatemala 


Since the en of the war the prestige of the United States in 
Guatemala has been declining. This is due to several factors. In 
the first place, communism has been steadily caining ground in Guate- 
mala, not only in the government, but also in the labor movement. Com- 
munism has taxen hold in t’.e peasant movement by means of infiltration 
of communist agents in the local agrarian committees. In the second 
place, the United States |as not been careful enou,h in the fostering 
of denqoracy according to the wesiern pattern. The communists have 
had wide-open fields to ta e over the labor movement. Labor leaders 
have received training in “Moscow, and the United ‘tates has failed to 
use the inter-‘merican a,reerent in order to Lring more people to the 
United States to »e properly trained in the democratic processes. In 
the third place, forces opposing communism feel that they have not 
been fully eqiip;ed and instractec in the ways and means to fight com- 
munism, and therefore they have been only able to accomplish an amateur 
jobe In the fourth place, American yfficials have denied the existence 
of communism in Guatemala. Inasmuch as the democratic opposition has 
not beeh able to produce tangible evidence of the existence vf a Soviet 
cons»xiracy, they have not even been heard, It has nut veen until the 
last twelve montha that the American public has become aware of the 
present danger of communist domination of Guatemala. 


Ever since Ambassadur Kyle went to Guatemala, embassy offictais 
have explained the social movenent of Guatemala as just a democratic 
movement tending slightly to the left, and slightly tainted with 
nationalism. Embassy officials have staunchly dismissed any charges 
of communist infiltration in the Guatemalan government. The attitude 
assumed by the Americm government in rega'd to communism in other 
parts of the world has effect upon communists in Guatemala. uvery 
time the United States has failed to make a strong stand against com- 
munism in other parts of the world, Guatemalan communists have gained 
ground, Strong attitudes, like intervention in Korea, have been a de- 
terrent to further advance of the Guatemalan commnists. But as a 
whole, they have been left along to the extent that at the present time 
they control most of the key positions in the governmente 


Democratic forces in Guatemaia feel disgruntled about the fall- 
ure of the United States to prevent the spread of communism in the wes- 
tern hemisphere. They feel now that they would be better off now in 
their democratic progress if they had only been left along without the 
democratic propaganda poured into the country during the war. They 
feel that Ubicots dictatorship was a deterrent to the spread of com- 
muniam, and that democratic progress wou.d necessarily have been made 
without the intervention of the extreme left. Although no one either 
justifies, or wishes to return to, the type of dictatorship exercised 
by Ubico, they feel the need of a strong ,overnment, which at the same 
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time prevents the growth of communism, a:.4d prepares the cointry for 
democratic progress in accor ‘ance with the U. {. type of dem: cracy. 
Guatemalans also feel that the evils of Ubicots dictatorship have 
been crcatly exargerated, in view of the present existing conditions, 
and that communists have a lot to do with the propaganda campaign di-=- 
rected against many Guatemalans wno honestly supported Ubico's pro- 
American policies during the war. 


A Communist Beachhead 


During the war it was feared that Juatemaia could become a Nazi 
beachhead, on account of tre presence 9° severaa. hundred Gerrans, 
settlcd in the country as cof’ se-,,rowers,. Ubico lent full cooperation 
to the United states in averting tris danger. But after the ar, a 
more serious condition Las developed reyarding tne security of the hemi- 
spre, Extreme leftists have tacen oer strong positions in the uuate- 
malan ;overnment. They control «ie labor movement, the social secir- 
ity, the Ministry -f Forelm Affairs, tne Ministry of Beonomics, and 
have becn inflitrating heavily in the rack and Tile of the army. Com— 
munist deputivs have een sent to Conpress, due tc tne fact tiiat the 
opposition hun not been properly orgasized. Althowsn ar.ti-comvuniste 
have demonstrated that tieir namerical stren-th is overwhelming, noth= 
in, competent as been done to orpanize them. Peramal ambition has 
been a deterrent to uw organic and unified opposition, Reveal upris- 
ings have only resvited in the ‘ailing or expatriaticn of the ablest 
anti=communist leaders. A few of the anti-communists have sougmnt to 
obtain direct help ‘rom abroac, in their efforts to throw the commin- 
ists out of the country; but the majority of Ae anti~conmmunist lead- 
ers look only for moval support aic understandi.g. Tovey feel that tieir 
efforts have been obstructed by t:.6 presence of leftist elements in 
the foreign missions accredited by vartous governments to Guatemala, 
Several times when the anti-comwunists tricd to secure recosnition for 
a new government, they found that word had been passed to ~he communist 
government of Guatemala. 


They have come to telieve that the United States is not willing 
to throw the comminists ‘rom Guatemala because te communists co not 
represent a clear and present dan,er or decause they -an be quiddy dis- 
posed of in case of an armed conflict. 


The fact that so many communists in high places in the vuate- 
malan government are on such friendly terms with Russia, makes it clear 
that under their leadership Guatemala will side with the Soviet in case 
of an armed conflict. Guatemala's voting record in the United Nations 
49 a clear indication that the present government is to be cons idered 
a member of the Soviet bloc. 


Even if the Guatemalan government dares not openly side with 
the communist countries, the presence of comminists in high positions 
will ena’le to enemies of the United States to sabotage any efforts 
made for protecting the Panama Canal. Furthermore, every Guatemalan 
communist is a potential spy in the event of war. They have access 
to diplomatic files, and are able to prevent the use of Guatemalan 
labor in the building of military airfields, shouid the case arise@, 
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The destruction of any remnants of opposition may turh’S'.t to 
be a very difficult sroblem in the event of war, If no democratic 
opposition is allowed to survive under the communist domination, it 
may become imperative to oecupy the country and establish a military 
government. Such a conditicn may in turn result in dil will on the 
part of the masses of the people. Rerl nationalistic pride will ve 
touched off ane such ar oeeapavion will he resented not only by 
Guatemalans but siso by the geople of the resv o° Centrui America, 
The fruits of the Good Neischbor pulicy will ne loat, aod If any under~ 
standing between the peovles cf Guatenala and the United otates is to 
be reached, the work will have to be done all over agains 


The Monroe Doctrine and Communist Intervention 


For severnl years it is appavent that no one but the students 
of International Law has taken into consideration the existence of 
the Morroe Poetrine. Tu the oresent condition of dGuatemala the Monroe 
Doetr ine ts an applicable instrument, The Monroe Doetrine waa intend- 
ad to stop colonialism in the western hemisphere, Especially, it was 
intended to prevent tntervention on the part of t!e cCuropean powers fn 
American affairs, to stop compulsory, collection of foreign debts, aad 
undue privileges for forelpyn interests located south of the Rio Grande. 


The tumultucus history of the catin American repudlics fave 
rise to the establishment ane consecutive acceotance of two different 
doctrines regardin intervention. The Yovar loctrine was the first 
doetrine of American solidarity based upon the maintenance of democra- 
ey in the western cmisphere. It gave authority (moral) to the govern- 
ments of the western world to iniervene in the domestic affairs of any 
American country in which democracy was in danger, or where democracy 
had ceased to exist. In other words, whenever an American repu:i lie would 
fall under tne Pule of a tyrant, the neighboring nations would have 
the right to intervene and to restore the democratic processes, 


Development on the part of the United States of high-handed 
methods towards Latin American republics; the existence of the so-called 
"big stick" and “dollar diplomactea" gave rise to a tremendous current 
of nationalism on the part of the Latin American republics, Latin 
Americans thought that the United States was brandishing the Monroe 
Doetrine only as an instrument of their own imperialism, and that such 
a doctrine was no longer useful in dealing with the European powers, 


The atrada Doctrine came into being as a result of undue in-~ 
tervention in domestic affairs of the Latin American republics, either 
one upon another, or on the part of the United States, The Estrada 
Doctrine forbids Ihtervention in domestic affaira of the nations of 
thie hemisphere. The principle involved in such a doctrine has been 
embodied in the Good Neighbor policy. Most Latin Americannrepublica 
have bean following it during the last 25 years. However, Guatemala, 
under communist domination, has broken the prinoiple of inter-American 
solidarity several timas dur ing the so-called revolutionary regine a, 
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In 19h), while the country was governed by the Military Junta that 
preceded Arévalo, Guatemala save aid to a group of rewlutionarles, wlio 
invaded El Salvador. Guns of the Guatemalan Army were captured by the 
Salvadorean Army and were exhibited in San Salvador's show windowa. 
Arévalo’s government organized the Carribvean Legion and lent support 
to the Costa Rican revolution vf 1948. Uuatemalan planes, loadea with 
rifles aid ammunition, were Flown Lo Gosta Rica, to aid tiie rebeis. A 
large rumber cf vfficers of the Carribbean Lexion were taxen to Costa 
Rica in Guatemalan Army transport pla.és. Arevaio's government aligso 
organized the attempted revolution a;ainst Nicararua, und gave aid to 
the Carribbean Legion and tie government-in-exlie o1 Argucllo. Guate- 
mala, under arévalo's administravion, supp.iided the money, the arms, 

and tie air Lases, For tl.e unsuccessful atvack on Luperou. The Guate- 
malan government also had a lot to cu with the Cayo Confites expedition. 
Tho present president cf Guatenala, Jacobo Arbenz, was Minister of De- 
ferse durin; the whole administration of Arévalo, and there is no 

doubt that he was instrumental in Guatemala's intervention in the domes-~ 
tic affairs of the Carribbean nations, 


At the present time, communism is actively enga,jed in the domi- 
nation of the CarfPibbean Sea, Communism is actively intervening in the 
domestic affairs of Guatemala, and hus completely seized control of 
the coimtry'’s domestic and foreign policies. Communism as an inter- 
natiénal weapon depends entirely on a Huropean power, Through the 
Cominform, Russia is intervening in the afiairs of w» Latin American 
republic, and has been constantly tryin, to intervene in the domestic 
and international problems of Latin America. The purpose of tiis in- 
tervention is to establis., first in Guatemala, and later in other 
countries of this hemisphere, a form of demveracy entirely foreiyn to 
the American tradition, ‘ocla.ism, and not democracy, is the goal of 
the communists, and by that, we mcan that the real purpose of the com- 
munists is to secure for the imperialistic movement vf Russia the com 
plete subservience of the peoples of the western world, and the re- 
sources therefrom. 


In view of the danger, 1t is high time to consider a revision 
of the international principles w: ich have guided American policy 
towards the countries south of the Rio Grande, The Latin American 
republics were born to democracy, inspired by the principles of the 
FPrence and American Revolutions. The upheavals whitch have occurred 
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American peoples, 


Outright intervention is not contemplated, inasmuch as it may =: 
prove to be a source of 111 will and resentment, and 18 far from be~ = 
ing an instrument of hemispheric cooperation. However, the democratiz, 
forces of Latin America may be sooner or later in the same poaition if 
which are now the forces opposing Arbenz and his communiats in Guate- 
mala. The problem now is to remove as soon as poss fle the clear and 
present. danger oxisting in Guatemala, which is at the same time a 
source of unrest and fear on the part of the nations cf the Carribbean. 
The next problem in order of importance is to consolidate democracy by 
means of an active policy of cooperation, by training the leaders to 
whom may be later entrusted the respons ibikity of maintaining the demo- 
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cratic system, and by giving the democratic forces the moans to 
achieve social reforms well ahead of any plans propounded by the 
extreme le ®t or by the communists. Pemocratic leaders, of well- 

known responstbility and capacity, tratned and educated if possibile in 
the democratic wav of Living, should be compelled to carry out the 
social und economic reforme wht ch are needed, thereby preventing the 
reforn movencnts from falling inte ca hands of the communists, 


Evidence of Communist Success 


Anyone famillar with political conditions now in Guatemala 
knows that there is a large number of foreipners in high positions 
int he government. Communists by the dozens are on the vovernment 
payrolls, without any apparent specific jobs to do. They move 
around the co.ntry, and the most important ones are Spaniards who 
form the communist orain-truast of tre government. Minor Spanish: cem- 
munists have even taken jobs {n private concerns, and there are at 
least a dozen or so who hold jebs as travelin; aalesmen, in order to 
move froely sro md the country. They are known to have been attend- 
tnz communist neesings in towns and villa;es. Most o! these Spaniards 
were carefully chosen by Munoz Meany, Yormer Minister to France, and 
an avowed comnunist, anong tice pank and file of the Loyalist Army. 


The opposition papers recer.tiy reprin:eda full pa.es of idun- 
garian, Polish and Czech oapers, which ;ive an account of tie success 
of the Cominform in Guatemala, It is evidence thet the communtista 
have learned a lot from their previous failures in other Latin Ameri- 
can countries, and the faet thet tnev nuave succeeded in Gualenala 
shows that they !ave now a proven method of conquest for several other 
republics which are under eimilar cireumetances, Having now « sueng- 
hold in Guatemala, the task of conquering other co ntries wiil be 
a much easier one. . The communist success makes it clear alse that 
public opinion in the western world cannot be only sentimental in re-= 
gard to the social and economic problems of that small country; it 
has to become aware that the situation Js to be handled with a real- 
istic and direct approach. The people of Guatemaia have demonstrated 
that they are not communists, but rather that comaunism has been im- 
posed uponttiem from above. The Guatemalan peuple do not have hard 
feeling against the United States, but rather, are pro-Ameri¢an., How- 
ever, if commimism continues its vietorious path in Guatempla, tiie 
people will forget the very existence of democracy in America, and 
anyone wishing to survive will have to bow uncer the comnunist yoke, 


The Official Press, 


The Guatemalan government's press is entirely subservient to 
communism. They play the cormmnist line all along. The war in Korea 
as waged by the United Nations is labeled an imperialistic war; the 
United States is branded as a war-monger; and any effort to maintain 
the rule of law is considered reactionary. Uemocrats in Guatemala 
who opoose the advance of commnism are also labeled reactionaries and 
slaves of imperialism. The official prass follows strictly the line of 
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"Octubre", which is the official organ of the Communist Partye ev- 
eral communist Spaniarcs hole jobs as ¢ ither reporters or writers in tre 
official press. 
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Official newsyapermen are bein, Lavisuly paid in orcer vo keep 
trem in line wlth the offiotal policies of one governmente ‘Tne @itors 
of official newsoapers nave traveled to Viemia and Moscow fa vrder to 
attend Peace Congresses. The general attitude of tae suatemalan of ficial 
press is one of antavontsm towards Lhe Unived SuateL fuid wile United Na- 
ticnse Lies and innuenio are constantiy printed, ana tie ofticial ews 
papers are delivered Tree ta every pa let and vilia.es 


The Courts 


Until now, a certain amount fadepecdenGe Was presvpVeu part 
the courts. Oniy last month |, Jucges fo tue Lupre iw svourt wee dis- 
missed cy the Congress ® iaviug, aamitted wie Pevinton vii al Gapl on 
oriation unce. the ayrarian preform, Wit Wa DaSe.w UT be tuft ing ecent 
ef civil riguta. ‘The 4 Justices uieetea by the Con, 2° 58 ave conpLetely 
auigerviens i. the ec cimaunist JOLEOT ES OTe oo Se TLE y atid. G.n6 27st 
atep taken by tie wew court was a cel Usal Lc PEVIOW sie TAELs revelal 
cases relate? to ech taxes, sLill pendin.,, »o%¢ qiichiy .isposed vl, 
and regardless of the erineiples ineolved, ti.c desenaunts ESS tol A, 
theme 


Sevyersl magistravss acd diatrich judges uave 1 
under conmmunist pressures  § Tulss of obtte rp SUGGES, BOTS te. Lishanent. 
rests with the Suprone Court, have Seon gunmtesil; diamis: i.e vp LO 
thig time these was a fair chance of acpal protect. a ual fiufringe- 
ment of civil Liberties, but under whe oresent Soi-lup; “tUieen& Gy 
net have avy legal erfective meavurce te provent the «ner. acisie.t upon 
their rights. Any perseny holding rural property, 8 Llivtsile to wer 
fined, with fines ranging up to $2,00..00, if he dares to :1 ble, leeal 
action ayainst the government, At the present tine the pevpie “ave been 
left with no protecttor. whatsoever from the actions of the w,,raria. aun 
thoritics. Under the agrarian set-up, the eftyil code cammot be applied 
or invoke? for the protection of personal rights, inasmuch aS 6vc.yr 
thing is related to the agrarian and political authorities, and the few 
remaining democratic offials do not dare to issue injunctions or to 
start criminal proceedings against ary official or autnmority, due to 
fear of being fined, imprisoned cor dismissed. 


The Organization of Central American States 


Guatemala is a member of the Organization of Central American 
States, but has consistently avaded a meeting of the Jenerai Assembly. 
The reason for Guatemala's reluctance to join her aister countries in 
dealing with their common problems lies in the fact trat Bl Salvador 
4ntroduced in the agenda of the noxt meeting of the Assembly 4 pro posal 
to fight commnism. Twice the Assembly has deen salled, and twice 
also the Guatemalan government has prevented the meeting. Although 
tne Assembly is to convene in May, many political observes believe 
that the Guatemalan government will find a pretext for delaying in- 
definitely the meetings A 
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Guatemalan anti-communists feel that the Unit@u wctates is aware 
of the problems related to communism, an especially hae taken due 
notice of the fact that President Eisenhower has stated wiat the United 
States will figint comnunism everywhere. They feol chat, is part of 
hemispher‘~ solidarity, true fi,ht a, alnse communism 18 asso to be care- 
ried out in the western world, and tuat communism muct ve fount in 
Guatemala inasmuch as the countr: is ri he in the bockyard of the 
United States and in the neart o! Sie wesvern world and act myvnere 
else, If Guatemalan anti-communistse. are vrevenicd from doing oy then- 
selves what they trhin« is best for the co.ntry and for the western 
world, resentment may result in dosesticn to communlsnme 


3/3/53 


Approved For Release 1999/09/10 : CIA-RDP83-00423R000700090001 -4 


